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Governor’s “ Explore Adoption” Initiative and

Florida's Heart Gallery unveil photography exhibit
~Expl ore the public adoption option through the faces and stories
of Florida's children~

Tal | ahassee- The Governor’'s O fice of Adoption and Child
Protection and the Heart Gallery of Florida unveiled a new
phot ography exhi bit featuring photos of children avail abl e
for adoption across the state. This first-ever statew de
exhibit is part of the Governor’s “Explore Adoption”
initiative, which ains to find permanent homes for Florida’s
children in care.

Al 14 Heart Galleries fromaround the state are represented
in the exhibit. The Florida Heart Gallery exhi bit opened
August 26 at the Mary Brogan Museum of Art and Sci ence (MOAS)
and will remain on display through Septenber 8 thanks to the
generosity of nmuseum CEO Chucha Barber and nenbers of the MOAS
boar d.

“Through the extraordinary efforts of Governor Charlie
Crist, Lt. Governor Jeff Kottkanp, our comunity-based care
| ead agencies and Fl oridi ans who open their hearts and

hones, we will see nore of Florida s children in care find
permanent and loving famlies,” said Florida’s Chief Child
Advocate JimKallinger. “The state of Florida is extrenely

fortunate to have 14 truly amazing Heart Galleries working
together to find forever homes for our children.”

The “ Explore Adoption” canpaign features children who wait
the |l ongest for homes — older children and teens, sibling
groups and children with disabilities. Through public
educati on, expanded partnerships, Wb-based outreach and a
mass nedi a canpai gn, “ Explore Adoption” invites Floridians
to find out nore about the children i mredi ately avail abl e
for adoption right in their home state.

“Florida s Heart Galleries provide a wonderful way to show
of f the special children available for adoption right in our
backyard, ” said Jesse MIler, Heart Gallery of Florida.
“The kids are so proud to have their photos taken by our
tal ent ed phot ographers, and potential famlies can view a
little piece of their spirit. The imge captures their
hearts in a way no other gallery can.”

The Heart Galleries work with agenci es and prof essi onal
phot ographers in their areas help find honmes for specific



children by creating conpelling, personal portraits that
capture the children’s unique personalities and interests.
Florida | eads the nation in the devel opnent of Heart
Galleries. For the past five years, Heart Gallery prograns
have accounted for unprecedented success achieved in finding
| ovi ng, permanent homes for Florida s children in care.

Additionally, The Florida Heart Gallery is conmtted to
creating a Tall ahassee Heart Gallery, featuring |ocal
children who are avail able for adoption. Today, several
photos of Big Bend children, taken by | ocal professional
phot ographer, Martin Gudz, were added to the statew de
exhibit. The Florida Heart Gallery al so announced that it
is seeking commtted nenbers of the community to serve on a
Tal | ahassee Heart Gallery advisory council.

The event included comments by adoptive parent Tarah Powell. While helping other
children find homes by working at the Tampa Heart Gallery, she recognized her niece’s
picture, discovering she was in state care.

“I knew when I saw that picture I had to bring her into my home and give her the family
she deserved,” said Powell.

In the two nonths since “ Explore Adoption” | aunched, the
state’s adoption hotline, 1-800-96-ADOPT, has received a
record nunber of calls. The canpaign includes television
and radio spots that are airing statewide in English and
Spani sh and a 30-m nute television special featuring the
stories of three Florida famlies. The programis now
airing statewi de on network affiliate and cable tel evision
stations, including as a Video On Denand option. For a
conplete listing of stations and airdates, visit

www. adopt Fl ori da. org.

To | earn nore about the Governor’s adoption initiative,
pl ease visit ww. adoptflorida.org. To | earn nore about
Florida s Heart Gallery contact Jesse MIler at
jmller@hil drensboard. org.
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